The Tasting Note & 31 Market Place — 31 Market Place, High Street
Location — on the corner of Market Place and Tickhill Road. Marked on Town Trail at #26.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PRIVATE RESIDENCE AND COMMERCIAL PREMISE

The half timbering on the gable end of this building on the corner of Market Place and Tickhill Rd (now
an off-licence and, behind it, a cocktail bar and bistro) is “applied” but it is believed it does actually
date from the Middle Ages. It may have been part of the the estate of the Hospital of St Mary
Magdalene; the Chapel of the Hospital, now a Masonic Lodge, is a little further up Tickhill Road. As
such, it may have been part of the Hospital's alms house. Later, it is believed it became a small
workhouse. There is a stone cross at the apex of the gable; the building became known as Cross House.
The Hospital was dissolved in 1545-47. Local legend had it that there was an underground passage,
now walled off, large enough to drive a carriage through that led to the Chapel.
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Tasting Note and 31 Market Place — Market Place
Bawtry Workhouse

Workhouses in the district of Strafforth and Tickhill were inspected by Magistrates in 1835. Bawtry
was said to be “decidedly the worst Workhouse, all the beds being of Chaff! and only 12 % pounds of
Meat for 10 Persons including Bone and Suet of which latter is made Dumplings their only Diet three
days in the Week, and no Bacon as in other Workhouses.” The workhouse was in the charge of

1 Chaff was cereal seed casings



“Elizabeth Spencer a Young Singlewoman with 2 Bastards Daughter of a labourer in Bawtry.” She had
herself been a pauper resident in the workhouse for 3 or 4 years until her appointment as “Mistress”
5 or 6 months earlier. She was paid a wage of £1 a quarter.

At the time of the inspection, there were 10 residents —4 men, 3 women and 3 boys. The men worked
onthe roads and in the garden, and the women did the “work of (the) house”. There were 9 bedroomes,
with 8 beds. “Bedstocks” were often taken down because of bugs.

The weekly diet was as follows:

Breakfast Main meal Supper
Sunday Bread & boiled milk | Boiled meat & broth | Bread & boiled milk
Monday Bread & boiled milk | Suet dumplings Bread & boiled milk
Tuesday Bread & boiled milk | Meat & potato pie Bread & boiled milk
Wednesday | Bread & boiled milk | Suet dumplings Bread & boiled milk
Thursday Bread & boiled milk | Meat & broth Bread & boiled milk
Friday Bread & boiled milk | Meat & potato stew | Bread & boiled milk
Saturday Bread & boiled milk | Suet dumplings Bread & boiled milk

There was beer to drink (so-called “small” beer, which was very low in alcohol but safer than water)
and 7 pints of milk were allowed for the workhouse daily. There was no tea, except for the sick.

The appearance of this area was quite different from today. The photograph below shows the High
Street end of Tickhill Road around 1900. Of the three buildings on the right, the middle one, showing
a gable end with a stack of 5 chimneys above, is the end of what was the workhouse. There was
another building between it and the road, which was narrower than at present. A high stone wall
bordered the road, so workhouse inmates would not have had contact with the public.

Tickhil Road, showing the much changed locality of today's Tasting Note off licence and 31, Market Place



