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Bawtry Hall, South Parade 

Location –  On the west side of South Parade, south of the Market Place. Marked on the Town Trail at 

#4. Grade ll* Listed. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PRIVATE COMMERCIAL PREMISE 

Bawtry Hall is a large redbrick house of two storeys with attics and cellars. It’s neo-classical architecture 

is typical of the late 18th century. It was built in around 1785 by Richard Lindley, a Doncaster architect, 

for Pemberton Milnes, a woollen cloth merchant from Wakefield. There is some very modest 

construction evidence that the new Hall incorporated elements of an earlier building on the same site. 

Documentary evidence is more persuasive, with references to “the Lord’s hall at Bawtry” in the middle 

ages, and the “Old Hall” in more modern times.  

The Hall has a service wing attached to the north and a number of other estate buildings now 

converted to residential use. The alignment of these buildings suggests that this was an ancient 

continuation of Top Street on which the estate was superimposed. The hall’s main entrance was from 

Tickhill Road past a lodge and the Home Farm. A remnant of the Home Farm survives – the large barn 

close to Tickhill Road behind the Chapel of Mary Magdalene. The elaborate gated entrance onto South 

Parade was made early in the 20th century. 

The Hall lay in quite substantial grounds, including woodland, parkland, “pleasure gardens”, formal 

gardens, and a small lake. Part of the grounds were given over to a menagerie for “curious and rare 

birds” (shown below).  The property was surrounded by a high brick wall, most of which has now 

disappeared but is intact on its eastern margin, along South Parade. 

After Pemberton Milne’s death in 1795 Bawtry Hall passed down several generations of the Milnes 

family during which time it was substantially altered. In 1905 it was acquired by Major Peake who 

made major alterations to the buildings. In 1941 the Royal Air Force took it over and it became 

Headquarters No. 1 Group, Bomber Command. RAF Bircotes, a grass runway airfield, was located just 

west of the Hall, and serviced the command personnel based at RAF Bawtry with a Communications 

Flight. Many of the massive bombing raids on Germany during the war were planned from RAF Bawtry. 

The RAF made further alterations to the buildings, and erected numerous new ones in the grounds. 

Most of these were subsequently demolished. After the war, RAF Bawtry served as Strike Command 

HQ through the Cold War. To support this role, a large “Command Block” was constructed adjoining 

the south elevation of the Hall, on its western side. This construction remains and it significantly 

disfigures the building. In 1982, the famous “Black Buck” vulcan bomber raids on Port Stanley in the 

Falklands were co-ordinated from Bawtry. In 1984/1985 Bawtry Hall was used to accommodate police 

officers drafted into the South Yorkshire/North Nottinghamshire region because of the miners’ strike. 

It is said the police based here numbered up to 17,000 in total. The RAF’s last use of the property was 

as the centre of the RAF Meteorological Service. Military operations ceased in 1986. 

The Hall was acquired in 1989 by a Christian organisation for use as a conference centre; this function 

continuing until 2013. During this period most of the Hall lands to the north of the main building were 

sold to a property developer. The Pemberton Ings housing estate thereby created consisted of 

refurbished RAF buildings and new builds in the same style. In 2017 the Hall became a weddings venue. 
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Bawtry Hall's eastern elevation incorporating its main entrance 

 

 

The South elevation of Bawtry Hall, prior to the construction by the RAF of the ugly "Command Block" 
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The Hall's southern elevation, disfigured on the left by the RAF "Command Block" - probably erected in the early 1950s 

 

 

Floor of the main house in 1905 
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An engraving of the menagerie, constructed around 1800 

 

 

Bawtry Hall estate map (part) made in 1904 
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Historic England Listing Details 

SK69SE BAWTRY TICKHILL ROAD (south side, off) 10/40 Bawtry Hall - GV II* Large house unoccupied at 

time of resurvey (1987). 1785 for Pemberton Milnes; addition of c1905 for H. E. Peate; later C20 

additions (not of special interest). Red brick in Flemish bond, slate roof. 2 storeys and attic; 1:5:1-bay 

entrance front with 3:2:3-bay garden front on left return; wing to rear-right (extended c1905) 

incorporates a water tower. Entrance front: recessed centre with panelled double door and 4-pane 

overlight in a tetrastyle Tuscan porch with pilasters and pedimented entablature. Other bays have 

plinth and sill band to sashes with glazing bars beneath rubbed- brick flat arches; end bay on right has 

three, tall, unequally-hung 15-pane sashes of later date. 1st floor: band and sill band with balustraded 

aprons to sashes as ground floor; the central window set in a round-arched recess rising from the 

porch. Modillioned cornice beneath cement-rendered and coped parapet; central 3-bay pediment 

rises from fluted blocks. Hipped roof with 3 brick ridge stacks and dentilled brick end stack on right. 

Left return: central margin-glazed French window flanked by pilasters and side-lights with glazing bars 

set beneath a tetrastyle, concrete portico with pediment and glazed roof. Other details as front, the 

outer bays being canted 2-storey projections; ground-floor sashes have metal glazing bars. Set back on 

left of garden front, and obscured by the later C20 additions, is the rear wing extended c1905; it has 2 

gables with dentilled wooden cornices and mansard roof; to its rear is the water tower with raised 

brickwork quoins and keyed oeil-de-beouf beneath cornice and parapet. Interior: entrance hall has 

Ionic-columned screen with archivolted doorway through to stair-hall on left; other corniced 

doorcases; side-wall fireplace with Neo-classical, cast-iron fireback in marble surround with coloured 

insets and urns and stags on frieze; husk-garland ceiling decoration. Adjacent dining room: fielded-

panel dado; 6-panel doors in enriched, pedimented doorcases; iron fire basket in eared architrave with 

oak-leaf frieze and cornice, architraved overmantel with pediment (painting removed); panelled ceiling 

with acanthus centre feature and husk garlands framed by bold bay-leaf-enriched ribs. Stairhall: 

cantilevered stone staircase with ramped and wreathed handrail to wave-form iron balustrade; ceiling 

frieze with vases and anthemion motifs, garlanded ceiling decoration. Ground-floor room on left of 

garden front: excellent fireplace with twin, fluted columns and entablature decorated with trophies 

and marble frieze inlaid with Wedgewood panels, grey and white marble inner surround to brass fire 

basket; rest of room has fielded-panel dado and fret-pattern dado rail beneath wall panels; enriched 

ribs to ceiling panels with delicate design of husk- garlands; Ionic-columned screen at one end leads to 

later room decorated in some style. Entrance hall off garden front has corniced doorcase with tilted-

vase decoration. Ground-floor room on right of garden front has columned fireplace and Vitruvian-

scrolled frieze. lst-floor room on left of garden front: wooden fireplace with garlands and panel with 

cherubs. Room on right has fireplace with florets and fret design around architrave. Adjacent room on 

entrance front has iron fire basket in Neo-classical surround. Bawtry Hall, Doncaster Museums and 

Arts Service Publication, No 52. Bawtry WEA, 'New Light on Old Bawtry', South Yorkshire Historian, 

Supplement 3, 1978 p2. 

Description in DMBC’s Bawtry Conservation Area Appraisal 

Bawtry Hall was built in the late C18th and is of brick. 7 bays and 2 storeys with a 3 bay pediment and 

a pediment porch on two pairs of columns. There are 2 storey canted bay windows at both ends of the 

south side. It has a concrete portico with a pediment and glazed roof. The hipped slate roof has a 

cement rendered parapet. The wing to the rear–right incorporates a water tower. 

 


