Hudson’s Opticians, 22 High Street
Location — east side of High Street, just north of the pedestrian crossing. Grade Il Listed.
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PRIVATE COMMERCIAL PREMISE

This is a three storey, five bay house which dates from around 1800. There is a date stone set above
the first floor round-headed window which reads “1677” — it is presumed this refers part of the
structure behind the existing Georgian fagade, or to an earlier building on the same site. In the late
1920s this was Sydney Barton’s “Café-de-luxe and Garage”, offering “first class accommodation at the
following rates; bedrooms 3/- to 6/-, breakfast 2/6, lunch 2/6, tea 1/3.” When this building was built
the windows on the ground and first floors would be small-paned hung-sashes; the original Yorkshire
sliding windows remain on the top floor. The semi-circular headed window at the centre of the first
floor matches the doorway below.
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Hudsons Opticians, 22 High Street



Hudsons Opticians, 22 High Street, when still a house — around 1910?

Hudsons Opticians, 22 High Street, when a cafe and garage — around 1930?



Historic England Listing Details

GV Il House, unoccupied at time of resurvey (1987). Late C18, altered. Cement- rendered, C20 cement
tile roof. 3 storeys, 2:1:2 bays with slight central projection. Plinth, rusticated brick quoins. Central
fielded-panel door and fanlight with radial glazing bars beneath round arch. Outer bays on ground and
1st floors have plain sashes with projecting sills and flush wooden architraves; central Ist-floor window
is round-headed and above is a rectangular plaque with monogram and date 'l677'. 2nd floor:
projecting sills to 2-light, horizontally-sliding sashes with glazing bars. Eaves cornice. Rendered
projecting end stacks with bands. Interior: not inspected.



