
1 
 

 

 

 

 

BAWTRY – A RAILWAY AND COAL TOWN 

RATHER THAN A MARKET AND INLAND 

PORT? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Holland & David Kirkham 

7th February 2024 

Copyright free



2 
 

BAWTRY – A RAILWAY AND COAL TOWN RATHER THAN A MARKET AND 
INLAND PORT? 

On 17th October 1890, The Retford and Gainsborough Times ran a story about the opening of the 
just built “Bawtry Public Hall” – subsequently the Town Hall, recently a florist and an art gallery, 
now vacant. 

The article mostly concerns the names of “the great and the good” of Bawtry who attended the 
opening ceremony, gave speeches and who attended a celebratory lunch followed by a musical 
concert in the evening. Details of the lunch menu and of the concert are of interest, but there are 
also two little known gems of local history buried in the report. 

The first is that there was an exploratory boring for coal at Martin, just north of Bawtry. The way the 
article is written seems to imply this had happened quite recently. Coal was found in useful 
quantities, but – as we know today - a pit shaft was not sunk at Martin. Was this coal subsequently 
exploited by accessing it from underground roads driven from Harworth or Rossington collieries? 

Secondly, it appears that Bawtry was “in the running” against Doncaster for becoming the location 
for the Great Northern Railways workshops. The Great Northern Railway had come to Bawtry in 
1848. The company had its workshops in Boston and Peterborough; these were to be closed in 
favour of a relocation to Yorkshire. As we know today, Doncaster “won” this competition, and the 
works were commenced at Hexthorpe in 1853, opening in 1855. They became nationally – or even 
internationally – known as the “Plant”.  

Had either of these developments occurred (let alone both!) Bawtry would be a very different 
place today.  In the context of the railway works, the newspaper article quotes someone as saying 
people would have referred to “Doncaster, near Bawtry” rather than the other way around. 

 

The original newspaper article can be seen below. Read left to right on each page before going to 
a new page. 
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