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Introduction

In January 2024 the Bawtry Heritage Group produced a research
paper entitled <Bawtry and the Coaching Era=. Pages 33-34 told in
brief the tragic tale of William Yeadon,1 the tollgate keeper at
Scrooby who along with his mother was brutally murder on July 3rd
1779 by John Spencer. Spencer was captured soon after the event
and sentenced to hang for his crimes. Folklore has it that his
gibbetted body remained on display, on what is now Gibbet Lane
near to the modern day Aquatic outlet, until 1833!

Research for the paper came across various versions describing the
event but all were agreed that the murders were violent in the
extreme and very little sympathy is expressed for Spencer or that
punishment handed down to him was unjust.

Shortly after the paper had been produced an unknown source,
believed to be a resident of Austerfield, attended Bawtry’s
community library and donated a range of material to be considered
for use by the heritage group. One of the items was a small typed
story entitled The Toll Gate Keeper written by one W J Scott. The
piece produced was presented on A5 sized paper and the narrative
was interspersed with ink drawings depicting scenes related to the
story or of the era in which the story was set.

On review the Bawtry Heritage Group felt that this version of the
1779 Scrooby murders was too good not to be shared. The pages
that follow are scanned images from the original for your
enjoyment. The original copy is retained as part of the Bawtry
Heritage Group archive.

In closing this introduction we would like to thank our unknown
donor and of course W J Scott whoever you may be?

Bawtry Heritage Group
June 2024

1 Note, The Bawtry Heritage Group paper identifies the gatekeeper as William Yeadon. Our author
here refers to him as Thomas.






















