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Bawtry Heritage Group was given a beautiful pencil drawing of Church Street Bawtry showing 
the church. It was drawn by Alfred Wickham as a gift for his wife Winifred. We decided to 
investigate the life of Alfred and his wife living in Bawtry. 

Alfred was born on 26 December 1872, in Bideford, Devon to parents Thomas Taplin Wickham 
and Dorothy Sarah nee King Major. He had five siblings. Alfred appears on  the census returns 
living in Devon in 1881 and by 1891 he had moved to Bawtry. Alfred was a solicitor’s clerk, and 
he passed his UK and Commonwealth Law Exams in 1890 in Bideford. It looks like he then 
moved to Bawtry for work. On the 1891 census, he was lodging with the Morton family on High 
Street. On the 1901census, he was boarding with a family in West Bromwich, and he was a 
solicitor and an assistant to the Town Clerk. I am guessing that he had met his future wife whilst 
he was living in Bawtry as on 14th April 1904, Alfred married Winifred Cartwight at St Nicholas 
Parish Church. There is a lovely write up about the wedding in the Retford and Worksop Herald 
newspaper, which talks about Winifred and her family. The paper gave Winifred’s address as 
being Ivy House on Wharf Street.  

This was such a co-incidence as previous Bawtry Heritage Group projects have been looking 
into a girls’ boarding school on Wharf Street and it just so happens to be the same property. 
How amazing was that for us to find! The girls’ boarding school had been there since the 1820’s 
and closed just before the 1871 census. 

By 1911 Alfred had moved his wife back to West Bromwich and they had two sons Christopher 
and Richard. He was still a solicitor. They were still there on the 1921 census, and they had 
since had a daughter Prescilla Margaret. 

The family were living in Barnstable Devon. Alfred was now a retired Solicitor but he was still 
the Town Clerk. Alfred’s obituary appeared in 1957 where he died in Poole hospital; he had been 
a patient there for five months. Winifred died in 1952 in Bideford. 

Their children Richard Christopher and Prescilla all appear to have had interesting lives. 
Richard followed in his father’s footsteps, sat his law exams and was working for his father as a 
solicitor. Richard died in 1995 age 89. He left over £115,000. Christopher Urry sat his medical 
exams and became a doctor. Once qualified he was working in India at Peshawar where he died 
when he was only 28. His father was named as executor in his will and he left over £1,000. 
Prescilla married Role Lyon Williams, and she died in 1986 leaving over £90,000. Role was born 
in Australia, and he was in the Navy. He settled and married and stayed in Bideford with 
Prescilla.  

Winifred Cartwright was born in Bawtry on 18 April 1872 to parents Frederick and Sarah 
Cartwright. She had five siblings. On the 1881 Census the family were living on High Street 
Bawtry and Frederick was a solicitor. This must be how Winifred and Alfred met. By 1891 
Frederick had died and the family were living at Ivy House on Wharf Street. Sarah was living on 
her own means. Sarah appeared living at Ivy House in 1921. She died at Ivy House in 1935 and 
is buried in Bawtry. 
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The journey researching the family has been very interesting. It just shows what can be revealed 
about families from just a single pencil drawing from over one hundred years ago. I feel very 
privileged to have researched the family and I hope you have all enjoyed reading about them. 
The evidence and pictures are featured below. 

Name Winifred Wickham 

Death Age 80 

Birth Date abt 1872 

Registration Date Jan 1952 

Registration Quarter Jan-Feb-Mar 

Registration District Bideford 

 

 

In Barnstable on the 1939 Register 
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Marriage of Alfred and Winifred 
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The Birmingham Post Sat, 07 Dec 1957 ·Page 15 
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 1921 Census living at Wharf Street 
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Thank You. Sherelle Hawes 


