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Bawtry Heritage Group was given a framed original advert, advertising products of two men; 
one living in Bawtry and the other from Everton. A member of the group has researched these 
men as the advertisement is to go on show in the Heritage Centre at Bawtry Community Library 
and we wanted a little background information on these two men. 

The history of William Gill of Wharf Street 

William was born in 1849 at Adwick Le Street near Doncaster. 

On the 1861 Census William was with his parents William and Mary and five servants. His 
father’s occupation was a farmer. By 1871 the family had moved to Scrooby and oddly there 
was another son with them, also called William, who was born in 1862. Looking at the 1881 
census William’s name was changed to Walter C. On the 1891 census Walter had moved to 
Misson with his mother and she was widowed; William the father had died. Walter’s occupation 
was an auctioneer and a farmer. 

William married Elizabeth Wharran on 18 December 1873 at St John Baptist Chapel in Misson. 

 On the 1881 Census William was living in Bawtry with his wife on Wharf Street. His occupation 
was cited as an auctioneer. The family were still there on Wharf Street on the 1891 census. 
William was still an auctioneer and valuer. Interestingly the house he was living in has been 
researched by Bawtry Heritage Group and was Leigh House, the boys’ boarding school on 
Wharf Street, Bawtry. This closed in the 1870’s so I am guessing that William bought this 
property. 

By 1901 William and Elizabeth had moved to Bennethorpe in Doncaster and his mother Mary 
was living with them. His occupation was an auctioneer and land agent. 

William’s mother was Mary Gillot and she was born in 1824 at Bolton on Dearne. She married 
William Gill on 14 December 1848 at Bolton on Dearne. 

William Gill junior was elected to join the School Board of Bawtry and Scrooby for the United 
School District in September 1893. 

By 1911 William and Elizabeth had moved to Blaxton House in Finningley. William was still a 
land agent. The image below shows Williams handwriting and his signature. 
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William died in 1911 and is buried in Finningley churchyard. His death, in very sad 
circumstances, was reported in the newspaper. In 1903 there had been an accidental shooting 
of James Maidmant who William had been out rabbiting with. William’s gun had gone off and he 
shot and killed James. I guess he had struggled with the guilt about this for several years. 
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Williams burial record in Finningley parish church and a photo of his headstone in the 
churchyard: 
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William and John both appeared in lots of local newspapers in the 1880’s and 1890’s. William 
was also a seed merchant along with an auctioneer. He often appeared selling property at 
Bawtry Crown Hotel. 

 

The history of John Harrison 

John was born in Morton, Yorkshire to parents George and Elizabeth.  George was a farmer and 
maltster. He had three sisters and one brother. On the 1881 census he was a farmer’s son. The 
family was living in Everton. One of the sisters was born in Scrooby so I guess he was there at 
the same time as William Gill who was also in Scrooby on the 1871 census. John was still living 
at home on the 1891 census in Everton. By 1901 John had married Margaret and had one 
daughter - Mary - and they were living in Market Place, Bawtry. John’s occupation was a farmer 
and inn keeper. He had married Margaret White at Bawtry Saint Nicholas on 12 January 1898. 
In 1911 the family had moved to Graby Folkingham Aslackby in Lincolnshire, and they had had 
another daughter, Sybil. John was a farm bailiff. By 1921 he had died, as his wife Margaret had 
moved to East Retford and was a widow.  

The Lincolnshire Echo of 16th April 1894 had an interesting story about John Harrison and an 
argument  with the local vicar: 
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