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About the Church……
We welcome all people to our services which are held every Sunday at 10.30am, except for the first Sunday of the month when the service is at 2.30pm.  If you have not been to church for a while and are thinking you might like to come then please do - you are all the more welcome!  
The Methodist Church has been at the heart of the community here in Bawtry since its completion in 1904,  and as well as caring for people’s spiritual strength and wellbeing, we have also supported many groups and organisations over the last 120 years.

August services and activities
Welcome to issue 12 of the newsletter.  We have now been going for one year which is hard to believe, and the time has flown!  It is a great way of keeping in touch with members;  those who are unable to attend church for whatever reason;  and also the wider community.   
If you have an article you would like including, please contact the editor.

Our Sunday services for September 2026 are as follows:

6th     
Jonathan Gichaara
  
  

  
        2.30pm 
Jonathan was a minister in this circuit who has since taken retirement.
13th  
Sean Worsley
-  Harvest Festival


       10.30am
All food donations are welcome and will go to Doncaster Foodbank.
20th  
Own Arrangement




      10.30am
An informal “café style” service with tea, coffee and biscuits

27th  
Paul Laycock


 


      10.30am
Paul is a newly qualified local preacher in our circuit and it is his first time here.
Our next coffee morning will be on Saturday 3rd October starting at 10.00am
Tai Chi meet every Monday 9.30am to 10.30am.

Craft and Chat meet on Tuesdays in the main hall from 10.30 to 2.00pm.
The Idle Valley Workshop shed group meet every Tuesday and Thursday 10.00am till 2.00pm, and plan to re-start the Saturday session soon.
And we are pleased to announce that we now host the 12th Doncaster (Bawtry) Scout Troop on Wednesday evenings from 6.30pm to 8.00pm
Heritage Open Day and the Methodist Church
Many of you will have heard about the Heritage Open Days that have been planned between Friday 11th and Sunday 20th of September, and you will have seen the leaflet, showing all the places that are taking part and when they will be open to visit.  Bawtry Methodist Church will be open on Sunday 13th September between 10.00am and 2.00pm, and members of the public are welcome to come in and have a look around.

This Church was completed in 1904 and has been open for 122 years, but most people will probably know little about its history.  However,  last year Mick Maguire from the Bawtry Heritage Group completed a 3 year project to produce a detailed report from archive records going back to the late 1800s, regarding  the planning and building of this wonderful church.  A copy of the report can be found at Bawtry Library, and it can also be found on their website at:

www.bawtryheritagegroup.co.uk

The document is called “Bawtry’s Unmissable Landmark”, which of course is what the church is, being at the start of station Road and looking south down High Street.  This is an excellent document and well worth a read, and we give our thanks to Mick Maguire and the Bawtry Heritage Group for the work they have put in.  They have given us permission to print extracts.

This paper was motivated by the opening of a Wesleyan Chapel in Bawtry 122 years ago. The focus is primarily about the building itself and how it came to be constructed in such a significant location, making it an icon of our small town’s heritage.  The main source on which this story relies is a committee minute book that began life 124 years ago.  It captures the words and actions of a small group of Wesleyan brothers in pursuit of their goal to build a new chapel.

Methodism had become rooted in the Bawtry community with the establishment of a Wesleyan Chapel in 1805.  At one point during the nineteenth century there were three Methodist chapels in the town.  The Wesleyan building was on the eastern end of an original street from the old Norman town, now designated as Church Walk. 

Situated at the northern end of Bawtry’s High Street, at the head of a 300 metre stretch that is the Great North Road heading south out of Yorkshire into Nottinghamshire; this building was in a prime location.  The new chapel with its striking frontage presents visitors entering Bawtry from the south with an unmissable introduction to the county and town.  In 1901 the Wesleyan Chapel on Church Walk was coming to the end of its usefulness, a fact that had been recognised almost a decade earlier.  For those requiring a place of worship allied to this branch of the Methodist faith something new was required.  The old building was too small and unsuitable for a growing congregation. 

On June 21st 1901 eleven men, all “brothers” in the Wesleyan doctrine, met in the village of Tickhill.  Their purpose was to begin planning the building of a new Wesleyan place of worship in nearby Bawtry.  They were to be guided in this endeavour by the Superintendent Minister, the impressively named, Benjamin Carvosso Spencer.

However, it was Superintendent Minister Spencer that delivered the most important contribution of the meeting presenting the Deed of Conveyance for the land on which the new chapel was to be built.  Remarkably this land, in a prime position, was being gifted to them by the current land owner the 1st Marquess of Crewe,  Robert Offley Ashburton Crewe-Milnes.  Without this land there would be no new chapel. 

If the meeting in June was all about the announcement of the venture, and cementing the management structure to progress it, the next meeting in September was very much the starting pistol;  the race to build was on. 

The main issue at this meeting was cost and although it was recorded that a discussion took place, no detail is provided, save that it would cost an estimated £1500 to erect the building, (significantly more than the £360 they had in their Beckett’s bank account)!
Next, architects had to be sought.  After consideration, on 7th February 1902, Henry Thomas Gordon and Josiah Gunton, (both listed in the Directory of British Architects 1834-1900), were appointed.  They specialised in classical architecture and were noted for designs of non-conformist chapels, in particular those of the Wesleyan doctrine.

The meeting on May 12th 1902 approved an advertisement to be placed in the Doncaster Gazette and the Retford and Gainsborough Times requesting the submission of tenders to build the new chapel.

What is best described as a flurry of committee meetings took place in a period of 18 days all triggered by the submissions of bids to build the new chapel. 
The meeting of the 19th of June 1902 recorded that tenders were “higher than expected”!  There were 3 bids ranging  between £2250 and £3000, and this was before the cost of heating was added.  These bids were significantly greater than the estimated £1500 from the previous year, so it is not surprising that a proposal to negotiate a reduction of the lowest bid  to £1900 was “carried unanimously”.   Sprakes and Son had built the Primitive Methodist Chapel at Bentley, South Yorkshire in 1899, so had a recent track record in building Methodist places of worship.  Their revised tender of  £2025 was considered at a meeting on the 7th of July, at which it was concluded  that this should be accepted and the architects be made aware.  There was a keen urgency to sign the contract “as early as possible”.

The meeting held on the 31st July 1902 proposed that an application for a loan to the “20th Century Fund” of £500 at 3% interest should be made, and the proposal was carried.

There were six recorded meetings between October 24th 1902 - 23rd May 1903, and the word “frenetic” rather than frantic best describes the activity as the project moved into the building phase proper, with a proposed deadline of June 1903.  The committee’s focus during this time is entirely upon three themes:
1. Who to invite and how to present the opening of the school and chapel. 

2. Tweaking the building plan right up to the deadline 

3. Limited recognition of financial requirements. 

The ranked importance of these three items is as presented with item 1 taking the lion share, with items 2 and 3 presented in vague terms and with no consistent indication that both of these items were interrelated.

In total a further £276.17s.6d was added to the cost of the project across these six meetings in what might be best described as a “pick and mix” approach. When one also considers the range of items agreed, but NOT  costed, the potential for a spiralling of project costs was a real danger.

On June 5th 1903 the London Gazette stated:

 “The place of worship named Wesleyan Methodist Church situated on Station Road, Bawtry…...is registered for the solemnizing of marriages therein”.
As planned, on 4th June 1903 the School was formally opened by Mrs Lacey from Louth at 12 noon. The church itself was formally opened after lunch by Mrs Robinson the Mayoress of Doncaster.
The new building was yet to be fully complete but the core of the task had been achieved.  The committee members and all local Wesleyans had reasons to feel proud,  Bawtry had a new striking building in a position that prompted positive comment, if not yet ready to be considered iconic.

The church was built but challenges remained. Some of the challenges were the basic snags experienced by all building projects, but some issues were the kind that are more burdensome and difficult to resolve.

The cost of building the new church could also be described as a mystery and the true cost may forever remain hidden owing to the confused record and the passage of time.  At first glance one could make the mistake that the financial burden of the building project was settled by May 1904 but that is not the case, as records show that in November 1904 there existed a debt of £830, which was not cleared until October 1920. 
However, it remains remarkable that such a large and impressive building was operational within two years. For that, the original band of brothers should be commended for their energy and desire to see the project to fruition.  What of the original band of brothers?  Sadly only 5 of the original team were present at the annual meeting of October 1921 to celebrate the final act of closure on the project. 
Bawtry should feel proud and free to celebrate being the home of a building which, since its initial completion, and down through the decades has prompted comment about its positioning and the striking vista it provides. 
This paper is designed to prompt the town’s consciousness of this architectural legacy and encourage vigilance in adopting a sense of protection for this fine and unmissable landmark that graces its centre.  

In 2022 the Bawtry Heritage Group with that sense of vigilance in mind submitted an application to have the building recognised on the South Yorkshire Heritage List.  Successful listing provides an enhanced element of local heritage protection.  In February 2024 the South Yorkshire Archaeological Service, administrators of the list, confirmed that the BHG submission had been agreed as acceptable for listing.

Of course it is fair to assume that the new church re-energised a confident and expanding Methodist community in Bawtry.  Parochially this was most apparent in the expansion of the church's Sunday School, servicing the religious and moral development of the younger members of the congregation. 

This grand building began life with no organ to support the choir and congregation in bringing the great hymns of the 19th century to life.  (The 1993 Flower Festival Programme speculated that a piano or harmonium might have been employed).  The same document records that “a fund for a new organ was opened in 1909”.  The June meeting of that year recorded that a quote from Mr Keates of Sheffield to supply an organ for £250 was carried unanimously as was the proposal that Mr Mckenzie should superintend the building of the organ.  Additionally, a small group was tasked to pursue the possibility of financial support for the new organ from A Carnegie esquire. 

The meeting in September 1912 was presented with a letter from the Carnegie Corporation of New York which stated:
“Responding to your appeal (the) Carnegie Corporation of New York will be glad to provide the last half of the cost of an organ for your church, at the price of two hundred and fifty pounds (£250), when the first half has been collected by the congregation and payment of the organ is due.  This offer expires 31st August 1913 if the conditions attached are not fulfilled”. 
This response prompted immediate action, with the proposal to task Mr Keates with the installation of an organ as previously specified and that Mr Keates be asked to attend Bawtry and meet Mr McKenzie to ensure that any need for alterations for the installation were captured for consideration.  Not only that, but the date for completion was set for March 12th 1913 and that the first official playing of the organ was to take place on Sunday 16th March 1913.  
The minutes also indicated that the church was without an organist and that the need for one should be advertised in the local press. 

It is clear from the record of 15th February 1913 that a good deal of adjustment was required internally to safely locate the organ and the facilities for the choir.  This chimes with the observation made in the 1993 pamphlet that the choir seating in front of the organ was installed at the same time as the organ.  What was certain was that the church now had an organ worthy of its grandeur. 

“A very handsome instrument for a building of this size” wrote the author of the 1993 Flower Festival Programme.  It would be difficult not to agree! This impressive feature, which has stood in position and enhanced services for 112 years, builds on the overall heritage value of this Bawtry landmark. 
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Thanks again go to Mick Maguire and the Bawtry Heritage Group for all the work involved in researching and producing this document, and for their permission to use extracts.

The Heritage Group can be contacted by email at:

bawtryheritagegroup@gmail.com
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